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Kings 4:42-44; Ps 144; 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 

 
  

 The Story of Elisha sharing 20 barley loaves with 100 men and 

having some left over is not a story with a moral.  It is not about sharing, 

it is simply showing God’s power through a holy man.  The story in 

John’s gospel about Jesus feeing 5,000 men with just five barley loaves 

and 2 fish is not a moral story about sharing either: it is showing the 

gathered people that someone greater then Elisha is in their presence.  

The narrative is also preparing us for something greater.  In next week’s 

gospel reading Jesus will declare that he is himself the living bread come 

down from heaven.1  Here he is pointing backward to the Manna that fell 

from heaven to feed the people during their years in the Wilderness 

during the Exodus2, and he is pointing forward when he will offer his 

body and blood as bread and wine during the last supper.3  Bread 

equates to life, and Jesus equates himself to life: he equates himself to 

God.   

 

There was a devout young woman who always desired to do 

what was pleasing to God.  One day she went out for a walk to the 

village to do some errands.  Along the way she encountered a beggar.  

The beggar was not a particularly bad man or a particularly good man.  

He had worked hard at his job, he had had a wife whom he loved and 

two children.  He had only ever had any a few incidents involving the 

police, been unfaithful once to his wife - which he bitterly regretted - and 

he hardly ever hit his children.  He was about 90% honest in filling out 

his tax return and his office expenses.  He often drank too much, and he 

 
1 John 6:35 
2 Exodus 16 

was a bit of a braggart, but his friends thought he was good company: ‘a 

bit of a laugh’.  He believed in God, at least on Christmas Day and 

Easter, and he sometimes found himself praying, but he did not know 

how to get himself out of the mess he now found himself in.  He lost his 

job, his wife, family and friends, not entirely due to his own fault, but 

mostly so.  He always drank now. 

 The young woman passed this beggar by and went into town to 

do her errands.  The beggar played in her mind and when she got home 

she prayed for him.  She could feel God looking at her. 

 The next day she went out again.  This time when she passed 

the beggar she put some of her loose change into his hat and went on 

her way.  That evening she prayed again for the beggar, and again she 

felt the Lord’s eyes on her. 

 Again, the following day she went out.  This time she took a loaf 

of bread, some cheese and meat and a drink of water with her.  She 

placed these by the beggar and went on her way.  When she prayed that 

evening she felt the Lord gaze at here a little more intensely. 

 On the fourth day she did the same, gave the beggar some 

change, some food and drink, but then she sat beside him and spoke 

with him for a quarter of an hour or so.  She then went on with her jobs.  

At home she prayed a little longer than she usually did, and, ever so 

faintly, she sensed that the Lord seemed to smile at her. 

 On the fifth day, it was raining, and so the young woman took 

with her a blanket and something to keep the rain off the beggar.  She 

spoke with him a little in the rain.  It was very cold and she got quite 

damp through, but after she had spoken with him, learned his story, and 
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made sure he was okay, she went on her way with her errands.  That 

evening the face of the Lord was quite luminous in her mind. 

 The next morning, on the sixth day, the young woman awoke 

with a cough.  It was raining heavily.  She hastened to find the beggar, 

and he was where she had left him.  He was not very well.  As best she 

could she half carried, and half dragged him to little a shelter. There she 

gave him the food she had brought him, including some hot chocolate.  

At the end of her time with him she was feeling too poorly to go on with 

her own errands and so she went home, said her prayers, asked what 

more she could do for the beggar, and went to bed.  That night when she 

said her prayers she was not sure the Lord was listening to her or that 

he was even there. 

 On the seventh day the young woman was very sick.  She did 

not know what to do, and she was worried about the beggar.  She 

prayed that she might be able to ease his sorrow and his guilt.  She 

suffered very much as she fretted and prayed.  In her fevered 

mutterings, those around her heard her say that she saw the face of the 

Lord.   She said she saw the wounds on our Lord’s hands which in turn 

held bits of broken bread.  She died unexpectedly, in the early afternoon 

of that same day.    

The beggar never knew what happened to his ‘angel’ as he 

called her, but not long afterwards he found he could pray again, more 

than he ever had, and he found hope.  Some time later he managed to 

get help to start his life over and he did much good with it.  Occasionally, 

when he was upset or lonely, he swore he could feel that young lady 

smiling down on him. 

 Today’s Gospel simply points to Jesus himself.  Maybe there is 

no moral here in itself, but there is a rule of life. 


