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Dear Parishioners, 

The Catholic Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales has issued guidance to the parishes 

regarding  the government’s COVID – 19 Response Roadmap: Step 4 which comes into effect 

Monday 19th of July.  I have summarised the relevant parts for the parish and the steps we will be 

taking. 

The overarching principle is that the government is moving away from ‘centralised decentralised 

regulation to prudent local judgements adopting a continuing cautions approach to easements.’ 

This means that the onus is on us as a parish to ensure that our congregation is as safe as 

reasonable, opening up while remaining sensible. 

Local conditions:  The local COVID infection rate remains high and whole classes in our schools are 

still being sent home.  Shops continue to close due to infection. I do not consider this to be the 

time to drop all our caution.  THIS WILL BE REVIEWED ON A ON-GOING BASIS, and may result in 

either a tightening up or relaxing of the rules we have implemented.  It may be that we have some 

more or less stringent rules in place than other neighbouring or national parishes. 

Sunday Obligation – this continues to be suspended but it is planned to return Sunday to be the 

central day of worship for Advent of 2021. 

Receiving of Holy Communion – In one kind only. 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – to resume duties, but to wear face-masks 

Young Peoples liturgy – to resume where appropriate 

Church Ventilation – Windows and doors continue to be opened whenever possible. 

Congregational Singing – Can resume, but wearing masks.  At this time, we can try restricted singing 

to an entrance and recessional hymn, and the Sanctus.  But I am not sure people will want to sing 

with face-masks on. 

Masks remain mandatory – please see below 

Social Distancing –  of 1 meter with a mask will remain in place.  This means that on-line booking will 

continue for both parishes, at least for the short term.  Although we may be able to adjust numbers. 

For mid-week services where there is limited attendance and a social distancing of 2 meters can be 

maintained masks may be removed. 

Test, Track and Trace – QR codes available and on line booking retained. 

One Way System – although no longer strictly necessary, we will retain this temporarily.  The 

current system for queuing for Holy Communion is reverent and should be retained. 
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Stewards – role unchanged for the moment.  We need to guide people to seats to ensure maximum 

capacity.  Looking forward I would like this role to develop into a greeters role, so we will be looking 

for new volunteers, especially after all the hard work our existing stewards have done. 

Hand gel – continue to be used on entry and exit and in the sanctuary. 

Church Cleaning – needs to be followed after all busy services.  Ordinary detergent has not effect on 

a virus, so bleach must be used. 

Home Visits – may recommence with careful sanitisation and ventilation. 

Social Activities – require risk assessment, including COVID.  After Service refreshments WILL NOT 

be recommencing yet. 

Church Hall – usage may be extended to private functions but Risk assessment and COVID 

adherence needs be undertaken and signed.  

Existing Hall users may use their own social distancing guidance, but their Risk Assessment must be 

updated to reflect this.  We continue to need Hall user agreements and evidence of Public Liability 

Insurance for groups. 

 

I know you will all understand that we need to continue taking care of each other while continuing 

to open up the church, and that we can tolerate a little inconvenience for a short time more. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Andrew 
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