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Jonah 3:1-5.10; 24:4-9; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

 

  

This Sunday is appointed as The Sunday of the Word of God. 

Perhaps this sounds a little odd, why do we need a Sunday of the Word of 

God as we hear the Word of God every Sunday at Mass, indeed everyday 

during the week at Mass.    Maybe that is the point.  Maybe we hear it too 

much and do it too little.  In the Vatican II document entitled Dei Verbum ‘The 

Word of God’, we are remined that ‘In the sacred books the Father who is in 

heaven comes lovingly to meet his children and talks with them.’1  What 

does this mean? 

 A few years ago, two short words were removed from all the 

readings which we say at Mass.  Perhaps we don’t know why they were 

removed, and maybe we didn’t notice that that they were.  Sometimes, we 

still hear people read them out loud, possibly out of habit, and possibly 

because those two words are still in the lectionaries we read from (although I 

have a habit of crossing them out).  The two words are ‘This’ and ‘is’, as in 

‘This is the word of the Lord’ and ‘This is the Gospel of the Lord’.  These 

lines have become ‘The word of the Lord’ and ‘The Gospel of the Lord’.  Why 

were these words removed?  Does it make a difference, or is it just bad 

grammar? 

 The Old Testament reading from the prophet Jonah begins: ‘The 

word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh,… 

and preach to them as I told you to.’2  Jonah goes and preaches to them 

 
1 Dei Verbum, Chap IV. 21 
2 Jonah 3:1 
3 ‘they proclaimed a fast and put on sack-cloth’ 

and, scripture tells us, ‘The people of Nineveh believed in God’.  This belief 

caused them to repent.3  The Psalm begins with the word ‘Lord, make me 

know your ways’.  How is the Lord going to make known his ways unless he 

speaks to us, whether it is through signs or visions of through the words of a 

prophet or an angel?  Paul’s letter to the Corinthians call son them to hear 

and repent, to act as if they are on the threshold of eternity now, because 

‘the world as we know it is passing away.’4  Finally, Jesus speaks bluntly in 

Mark’s Gospel:  ‘Repent and believe the Good News’.5  ‘Repent and believe’ 

requires not only that you hear the words but that you allow them to act 

within you.  If you fail to understand the word then you cannot respond.  If 

you do not see the need to repent then you have either not heard, or you 

have heard imperfectly.   This must mean that the word of God is not just a 

written record, or a history of people or peoples encounters with God, 

although it is that as well.   

 If we listen to the Bible and we hear those words ‘Follow me’ as 

Jesus said to the brother of Zebedee who were mending their nets, and you 

do not follow, but remain busy mending your nets, doing important work – or 

reading your newspaper, or watching your television, or cooking your dinner, 

or fixing the plumbing, or rolling over in bed for 5 minutes more snooze – 

than you have not heard.  The words have passed through the ears, into the 

mind, but they have not settled into the heart: nothing has stirred the 

memory of purpose beyond this life, no yearning or understanding.  There 

has been no touch of Grace.   

4 Cor 7:31 
5 Mark 1:15 
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 When the reading from the Prophet Jonah has been finished, when 

the reader has completed reciting the text the conclusion is not, ‘This is the 

word of the Lord’ which points back to the text and what has simply been 

read:  ‘And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast 

and put on sackcloth.’  The conclusion of the text is ‘what are you going to 

do with it’.  The conclusion of the text is ‘The word of the Lord’ which is 

received, passes through the ear into the mind and then into the heart.  ‘This 

is the Word of the Lord’ points to something which is separate, which you 

can investigate, translate, systematise, and rationalise.  ‘The Word of the 

Lord’  is living, dynamic and present.   

Yes, certainly there is hard work involved: we must study and pray; 

we must listen and understand the Tradition and teaching of the Church; we 

must use the scholars and linguists and anthropologists to tell us about 

history, context and circumstance, not to relativise it, and see it as a ‘back 

then’ and our own age as a ‘now’ but rather to see it as a single, rich and 

life-giving witness to God’s relationship with his people.  If we are to 

encounter the Father now, in the sacred books which we call Holy Scripture 

or the Bible, then we must take all our understanding and wisdom so that  

when we hear ‘The Word of the Lord’, we know that he is speaking to us and 

take it into our hearts. 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


