
                                    Ordinary Time Week 34 - Christ the King 2021 

Page | 1  
 

Daniel 7:13-14; Ps 92:1-2; Apoc 1:5-8; John 18:33-37 

 
 

If there is one person in the world who deserves to be a King it is 

The Russian Prime Minister and President, Valdimir Putin.   Our own 

queen has served the nation well, but it can hardly be said that she is 

interested in building its glory, although she might add a little lustre.  The 

Dutch Crown Princess Amalia has admitted in she is unfazed by calls for 

the monarchy to be abolished, saying “they can do it, as far as I’m 

concerned,”1  These are hardly the words of a future warrior queen.  So, 

when I say that Vladimir Putin deserves to be a king I do mean of the old 

school of Kingship.   

Putin has successfully raised the profile of Russia since the collapse 

of the Soviet Union 30 years ago.  The man who has propelled Russia to 

the front of the news headlines with the annexation of the Crimea 7 years 

ago, the latest build-up of the military on the Ukrainian’s borders, an 

undermining of the fragile peace in Bosnia, significantly increasing 

violations of the UK’s airspace, and support for the thug who leads Belarus 

is clearly focused on making Russia matter again.  He is quite happy with 

the US’s withdrawal from the world stage, Germany’s energy dependence, 

and France’s grandstanding.  The power of Russia is being restored.   If 

you want to understand what the Jews were looking for in a Messiah, who 

they initially hoped they had found in Jesus, then a resurgent Russia is a 

 
1 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/11/16/abolish-monarchy-just-get-life-

says-dutch-princess-amalia/ accessed 18 November, 2021 

useful parallel: they may not have exactly wanted a Putin, but the Jewish 

people wanted to be respected among the nations again.  

I suspect that if Jesus were to be put on trial in front of Putin today, 

he would be just as perplexed as were Pontius Pilot and King Herod.  They 

too, were worldly men.  You can understand why those Jews who wanted 

Jesus out of the way accused him of wanting to be a king: it was sure 

route to death row.  Pilate was acutely aware that any perceived 

weakness in managing Rome’s  power in Palestine will cost him his life.  

But he was a little uncomfortable in condemning Jesus to death outright, 

so he shuffled him off to Herod.  When Jesus is put on trial in front of 

Herod, he stood before a King who has murdered his own brother and 

several other members of his family, is quite happy to tax his own people 

as much as he can to line his own pockets, and do anything to stay in 

power, knowing that he also has to keep the emperor in Rome happy.  

Although Jesus is no threat to them, neither is it worth the effort to 

defend the innocent.  This is the ancient world equivalent of real-politick.  

Jesus is condemned to die and Pilate and Herod become friends over the 

matter.  I guess they recognised in each-other fellow survivors. 

 And yet, Jesus stands before Pilot and declares:   

Mine is not a kingdom of this world….  Yes, I am a king.  I was born 

for this, I came into the world for this: to bear witness to the truth, 

and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.2 

2 John 18: 36-37 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/11/16/abolish-monarchy-just-get-life-says-dutch-princess-amalia/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/11/16/abolish-monarchy-just-get-life-says-dutch-princess-amalia/
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Jesus is declaring himself King of Heaven, although Pilot and Herod - nor 

the likes of Putin today - would not understand it.  Do we understand it?  

Are we tempted to push the dominion of Christ the King out of this world? 

The nature of Christ’s Kingship is not of this world, because he does not 

want us just to stand in awe of him and do what he says, nor does he 

want to be a constitutional monarch over which we debate his ‘value for 

money’.  He wishes us, each and individually, to place the crown on his 

head of our own free will, out of Love, unconditionally, and acknowledge 

him as King.   

 So, to move this out of the safe space of ‘theology’ and into the 

dangerous space of lived reality I think of the Venerable Mary Potter, who 

was the Foundress of the Little Company of Mary, which began just up the 

road in Nottingham in Hyson Green.   Mary Potter was not born a holy 

person in 1847, she allowed herself to be formed into one.  Her mother 

was a convert to Catholicism when it definitely was not popular, and it 

certainly was not popular with her husband, who subsequently 

abandoned her and the family.  The man she was to marry encouraged 

her to think deeply about her faith, which led her to break off the 

engagement so that she could respond fully to God.  As Mary developed a 

deeper relationship with God, and an understanding that she was called 

to found a religious order dedicated to the care of the dying, Mary Potter 

encountered resistance, scepticism and scorn.  However, her naturally 

sunny disposition was transformed from being gentle and frivolous to 

being substantial and courageous as she followed the path God called her 

to.  Her fragile health, due to a congenital heart condition, weak lungs,  

and later the cancer which she would die from in 1913, did not hinder her 

from undertaking the hard work she was charged with, because Christ had 

become her King.  She had welcomed Him in, and crowned Him not in her 

heart, but in her whole being and love for others.  In doing this she was 

made holy. 

 Mary Potter felt that she was called to serve God on Calvary, at 

the feet of His crucified son, alongside His Mother, with devotion to the 

Precious Blood, and with particular care for the dying.  What of us?  Are 

we also called to Calvary, alongside our Lord’s Mother?  I think we may 

be, just outside our doors.  Perhaps the venerable Mary Potter can start to 

show us the way.  Maybe it is time that we ourselves truly crown Christ 

our King.  Maybe the world will be confused, but that will not matter to 

us. 


