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Jeremiah 33:14-16; Ps 24; Thess 3:12-4:2; Luke 21:25-28.34-36 

  

We are just entering the season of Advent, the preparation time for 

Christmas.  But I am not looking forward to Christmas, not yet.   Often, I 

feel that Christmas forces itself on me too early, that it threatens to exhaust 

me long before the day itself.  The music, decorations, sales, the food, and 

the pleas from charities are all upon us in a flood.  The only thing I am 

spared is seasonal television, because it has remained turned off. 

 

At the moment I am attending to the presence of Christ in my life right now.  

I am focused on this because he has promised us that he is coming again 

in Glory.  We are reminded of this fact in today’s Gospel,  

‘There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on the earth 

nations in agony… men dying in fear as they away what menaces 

the world… And they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 

with power and great glory.’1 

 

 When I ponder on  this I ask myself, what sort of home have I 

made for him in this temple which I say is His?  This temple which 

encompasses my mind, my heart – that is to say my free will -  and my 

body.  What sort of temple am I, really? 

 We often talk of God being the God of Mercy.  His message to us 

through many of his holy men and women has been exactly this:  St 

Faustina, St Maximillian Kolbe,  the Venerable Mary Potter.  And, of 

course, it is his message at Christmas:  here is my Son, He is my peace 

offering between heaven and earth.  Accept Him and I will be merciful to 

you, because that is my desire for you.  But when he comes again, he will 

 
1 Luke 21: 25-28 
2 Luke 18:8 

come in power and glory.  And in judgement.  How have we used his 

mercy?  How have we received his Son?  How have we loved him?  In 

Luke’s gospel a question is posed in which all of us will have our part to 

play in formulating the answer: ‘When the Son of man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?’2  It is not enough to stand at the manger or in front of the 

Tabernacle and say, ‘I am safe’, because Jesus also said 

 

‘‘Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is 

in heaven.’ ‘’3 
 

I cannot look about and say, ‘look there’, or ‘look over there, there is lack of 

faith’  or ‘So-and-so is not ready’.  I must, out of self-love, turn and look 

inside myself.  I must ask of myself– it is an imperative – ‘Are you safe 

here, Lord.  Are you warmed by my love? Are you all that I yearn for?  Do I 

please you with my life?’  It may be that I say ‘No, but…’  However, what I 

should say is simply ‘no’.  It is a painful honesty, but a necessary one, 

because once I say ‘but’ I stop God’s free action in me.  Let us be open to 

Him.  We should be saying: ‘I have not loved you with my whole heart, but I 

desire it’.  This is the art of Confession, and this is the season for it.  So 

often Confession is linked in people’s minds with the seasons of Lent and 

Easter, but this should not be so.  Advent is the season of the Lord’s 

coming again and we should be preparing for it.   

 We should prepare for it in the same way in which we prepare for 

Easter: through almsgiving, fasting and prayer.  Yes, through all these 

three, and with serious effort.  This is a return to the understanding of the 

early Church, to create an earnest hunger in preparation for the coming of 
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Christ.  Everything around us resists this call.  Don’t be silly, this is party-

time.  Well, yes, it will be, but not quite yet.  This is a time to prepare for the 

heavenly banquet, this is a time to prepare to receive the King, this is a 

time to turn back to.  Hear the following words of Jesus: 

Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with 

debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day 

will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap.’ 

We would be so exceptionally foolish if in preparation for Jesus’ Nativity we 

did the exact opposite.  If you take them seriously you won’t need to fear 

them: they will not bring judgement but only joy.  So, we can read our ‘Walk 

with me’ and meditate on it.  We can go to extra services during the week 

and attend morning prayer beforehand.  We can pick up our neglected 

Rosary.  We can spend more time with our family.  We can show restraint 

with food and drink, and we can be generous.  This is a time when we 

allow God to create of us holy tabernacles, worthy of the attendance of 

angels, worthy of the love of men and women, worthy of the Love of God, 

worthy to truly rejoice in the presence of the Incarnate Son.  And when 

Christmas comes, then I will be ready. 

  


