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 Vigil 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16, 16:1-2; Ps 13; 1 Cor 15:54-57; Luke 11:27-28 

Apoc 11:19,12:1-6, 10; Ps 44; 1 Cor 15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56 

 

This is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  If 

you asked your children what the Assumption celebrated, how many would 

be able to tell you?  If you asked them why it was important what would they 

say?  What would you say?   

Since the 2nd or 3rd century the church has believed in the 

Assumption of Mary, but it was not until  1st of November, 1950 that it 

became part of church dogma: which is to say, you must believe it to be a 

faithful member of the Church. 1    Yet, I have more than a sneaking suspicion 

that many church-going Catholics do not full understand it, or why it is so 

important that it is a matter of faith of the utmost importance. 

The words central to Pope Pius XII’s decree are:   

The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 

completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul 

into heavenly glory.’? 

‘Immaculate’ means without stain or blemish, and here it means 

without sin.  ‘Assumed’ means taken up.  So, the statement means that ‘Mary, 

mother of Jesus – who is the Son of God -, was without sin, and was taken up 

to heaven in body and soul once her life here on earth was finished.’  If it is 

important enough that the church feels we must believe it to be faithful, then 

 
1 APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION OF POPE PIUS XII, MUNIFICENTISSIMUS DEUS, DEFINING THE 
DOGMA OF THE ASSUMPTION, November 1, 1950. 44 http://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-
xii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_p-xii_apc_19501101_munificentissimus-deus.html 
accessed 08/08/20121 

surely we should understand why it is so important.  And once we understand 

it, we need to remember it. 

Although the New Testament does not explicitly mention Mary’s 

Assumption, it does offer compelling evidence for realising its truth as a part 

of Mary’s perfect union with her son Jesus and his mission.  Imagery in the 

bible often has two meanings, one literal the other figurative.2  In John’s vision 

in the Book of Revelation, he sees the long-lost Ark of the Covenant, in 

heaven.  The Ark contains God’s 10 Words (Commandments) written on stone 

tablets. Then immediately –  there are no chapter breaks in the original 

writings - , immediately, he sees a woman who seems to represent Israel, with 

her halo of 12 stars.  

‘Then the sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the 

covenant could be seen inside it.  Then came flashes of lightning, 

peals of thunder and an earthquake, and violent hail.  Now a great 

sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing 

on the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown.  She 

was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth.’3 

 

Is the woman identified as the symbol of Israel, also being the 

revealed to be our Lord’s Mother, Mary, in heaven?  A convincing case can be 

made for this if we understand that Jesus is God’s Word made flesh, and that 

it was Mary who carried him: she is the New Ark of the New Covenant.  Some 

would argue that the woman represents Israel alone, but in the same section 

there is reference to ‘the male child’ who is clearly Christ, The dragon is 

‘Satan’, and the beast with 10 horns and seven heads seems to match rather 

2 In the third and fourth century we see beginnings of written mentions about the Assumption.  St 
John Damascene mentions the Assumption of Mary, as does Juvenalius in the 4th century and  St 
Gregory of Tours in the 6th century. 
3 Revelation 11:19 – 12:1 Note: there are no divisions in the original text. 
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well the 10 Caesars and 7 crowned King Herods.   Given the pattern and 

internal logic of the text that the figures are real people not just symbols, it is 

difficult to credit that the important ‘woman’ is anyone other than Mary; a 

Mary who has been given a particularly unique place in the relationship of 

heaven.4 

As mentioned, the Assumption of Mary is intimately united with the 

mission of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection.  Jesus, who was sinless, was 

born of Mary.  It was at Mary’s request that Jesus performed his first miracle.  

Jesus, who was born as a man was capable of dying, as shown on the Cross.  

And Mary stood by him. Jesus, who was resurrected from the dead by his 

Father, continued to have a body which could eat, be touched, and ascend into 

heaven, where he is now.  And Mary was witness to these events. This is entirely 

scriptural and part of Church teachings, which also have to be believed for us 

to be faithful.  Concerning the Assumption of Mary, Pope St John Paul the 

Second wrote: 

Perfectly united with the life and saving work of Jesus, Mary shares his 
heavenly destiny in body and soul. 

If God gave Mary the overflowing grace necessary to say ‘yes’ to Him so that 

God the Son might take on human flesh and offer us salvation from our sins, it 

seems unthinkable that he would deny her the grace to bear her human form 

in heaven when that is His invitation to us.  Who is more qualified than Mary 

to receive his gifts, participate in his continuing mission, and share in His 

Glory? 

 
4 See Hahn, Scott ‘Hail, Holy Queen: The Mother of God in the Word of God’ (London, Darton, 
Longman and Todd Ltd, 2001), pp. 49-67 

This is the gift from Jesus to his mother, and it is a gift from her Son 

to us.  The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a joyful and triumphant 

sign of Easter.  The Feast of the ‘Assumption’ is the oldest and most important 

Marian Feast in the Church’s calendar, and we really need to hear it and let it 

sink in.  We need our children to understand it.  It lets us glimpse heaven and 

what we have been promised.  It is Christ’s Resurrection in operation.  It is not 

just staggeringly beautiful; it is simply true. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


